ent Pa | lotti:

St. Vincent writes:

O God, Who are you and who am I? Who am I, O God, before You? What is it You wanted me to be
when you created me in Your Likeness? (OOCC X, 462(f - 1840)

“I must be wholly intent on meditating upon and contemplating my soul, your living image, and You
Yourself on your nature-essence and infinite attributes. In this way I may imitate You, oh Eternal di-
vine Father, in eternal contemplation of Your whole self. Then, my God, to say this in a few words, ac-
cording to the divine and wise designs of Your infinite love and mercy, by nature You oblige me to prac-

tice the art of looking into my soul and upon You, of whom I am a living image.” (OOCC XIII, 76-77 -
1849)

Roots of Pallottine Spirituality

To appreciate the particular roots of that spirituality that we call Pallottine we need to examine closely
the root of the holiness of St. Vincent that gave birth to the particular charism he experienced personally and
to the charism he bequeathed to the entire Pallottine family. St. Vincent's life was marked by his sense of
God as infinite love and mercy. This was not merely a theological concept for him but an experience born of
contemplative prayer which led him to live his life, in all its dimensions, solely for the infinitely glory of God,
the manifestation of his love, his presence here on earth.

Vincent came to understand that he was meant to love as God loves, to be merciful as God is merciful.
In ever deepening prayer he came to see more clearly that imitation of Jesus, Apostle of the Eternal Father, the
visible image of the this loving God, is the secure means to become what he was created to become, a living
image of love and mercy. It was this mystical experience of identification with Jesus that led him to say with
St. Paul, “I live now not with my own life but with the life of Christ who lives in me.” (Gal 2:20) and to
found a Society dedicated to reviving faith in this loving God and rekindling the practice of love among all
God’s people.

He chose for the motto of his Society Paul’s words to the Corinthians, “the love of Christ urges us
on.” (2Cor 5:14) It impels us. It overwhelms us. Only when in prayer we allow ourselves -- in our littleness,
our sinfulness, our “nothingness” -- to encounter this merciful, loving God, can we begin to experience this
powerful love, this unremitting mercy which spurs us to bring the love and mercy of God to all those whom
we meet — in our convents, our apostolic works, our contacts with family, friends, associates and people in

need.

It is essential then, if we are to live the gift our Pallottine vocation fully, that we do all in our power to in-
crease our understanding of that special gift that was Vincent's and to make use of the gifts of nature and
grace to come to know God’s infinite love and mercy in our own lives. In other words, we need to nurture
the practice of contemplative prayer as did St. Vincent.
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Contemplation: Pathway to the Experience of God

“The contemplative dimension is basically a reality of grace, experienced by the believer as God's gift. It
enables persons to know the Father (cf. Jn 14:8) in the mystery of Trinitarian communion (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-

3), so that they can enter into the depths of God (1 Cor 2:10).” (The Contemplative Dimension of Religions
Life.#1; SCRIS, 1980)

“Every vocation to consecrated life is born in contemplation, from moments of intense communion and
from a deep relationship of friendship with Christ... (Starting Afresh from Christ, #2; CICLSAL,
2002)

Almost all the literature that treats of the changes in religious life since Vatican II stress the centrality of
contemplation in the renewal process. In truth, growth in contemplative prayer will always be part of our own
personal on-going formation as it is the Spirit of God who forms us, who gifts us with contemplation at dee-

per levels as we mature.

It is only in the stance of contemplative prayer that we can reach down to the roots of our personal call
to follow Christ and allow the Spirit to reveal to us the love and mercy of the God who, out of nothing,
created us in the image and likeness of the Trinity. Like Vincent, in contemplative prayer we will come to
know the God who has so loved us. We will see ourselves as we truly are before God, beloved creation and

forgiven sinner.

Three glances in Pallotti’s experience of God.

Ancient texts often describe contemplation as “a loving look at the real.” Vincent, though a mystic or
rather because he was a mystic, was rooted in “the real,” God as he really is in all the dimensions and the
world with its very real needs. He yearned to know God and so he gave himself to contemplative prayer and
to a contemplative glance at all that God had created and redeemed, all that God was sustaining by grace, all
those persons and situations where God was seemingly not present because His love was unrecognized. (Jn

1:10)
1. A loving glance at God,

Vincent saw God as infinite love and mercy who created us to be a living images of the Trinity, Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, as Love in His very essence

“Who could have imagined that an Eternal God who has no need of man would have willed to create

souls to His image and likeness... a living image of Himself. O ineffable invention of infinite love.”
(00CC X, 482-3)
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